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SWITCH TO TECHNOLOGY

DRIVEN BY OUR DEPENDENCE ON THE CONVENIENCE OF
TECHNOLOGY, HI-TECH SWITCHES AND HOME AUTOMATION ARE
BECOMING INEXTRICABLE PARTS OF A MODERN LIFESTYLE

BY CAROL FERRAD
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uxury has become a way of life in recent

times. As technology — whether it°s Alexa or
Coogle Home — becormes morne accessible and
affordable, we have begun to see convenlences
like automated lighting controls and avant-
garde switches with seamless surfaces and features
such as USBE points as necessary comforts for evervday
life. Manufacturers are tapping into this demand with a
spectrum of products and solutions, both high-end and
mainstream. From surveillanoe cameras to Wi-Fi enabled
fixkures, the market has something for everyone and for

every budget,
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The Indian market over the years has evolved, agrees
Sarmeer Savena, director |:|mrk-|.'1int,-;. Lpug rand [Gnlu.p!l Iewdia.

“Advanced version of ]Jnld.u{'l'_-i are available for the end
consumer which cater to the increasing need for safety and
aestheties,” savs Saxena, adding that the popular trends
today include modular USB charger, fan speed regulations
with infrared technology, switch plates in champagne,
bromese and :II:I..J:'.:,IIL'."iiU:II:I. colours, switch I.I'I..'IllL‘.l- wotth wisod,
glass, brushed finishes in stainless steel, loT (Intermnet of
Things) based switches and wireless charging solutions

[t 15 the exposune to international designs that are doving
e trends u{‘l.'urlJ.i:ng to Kishan Jain, director, Goldmedal
Electricals. “Customers are showing a distinct preference for
minirmalistic designs in colours that are more understated
amd restrained,” Jain shares. Whether it 15 switches or cover
plates, LEDs, doorbells or electrical accessories, customers
are looking for more options to choose from. “They want
something that not only matches their exact needs but also
their aesthetic sense at a price point that they are comfort-
able weith,” b adds further.

A omve of the ]ur_!.iﬂuh-i comElmer markeds tn the world,
the country witnesses constant evolution and changes in
its socic-economic environment which is largely impact-
ing the consumer choices. Dhinesh Agparwal, joint manag-

ing director, Panasonic Life Solutions, says, "In the Indian
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muarket, [_11!|.I-1.|]ur [_'IF\I::IIJUL"'L‘I- are those that assist in L':I1|‘I..JIII.'I.II::.:,
the aesthetics and overall décor of the home by giving the
consumer a sophisticated experience and pride in own-

ing the house.” According to Aggarwal, the market loves
technologies such as KMNX (Konnex) because it gives buyers
FIL':-E.i]JiI:II:}' of ¢l |l.|-c:l.-1i:|1H Frasm 400 manufachurers and 10,000
products. Smart products — such as the loT Vetaar Smart
Plug unveiled by Panasonic Life Solutions — also point out
howw the Home Automation category 14 |:|mk|.||:..; Lk way into
the affordable category.

"Basic automation comprising lighting controls and
shade controls 15 becoming extremely popular in the
residential sector, especially new houses,” confirms
Alok Hada, director, Anusha Techmovision, Meanwhile,
projectors with bigper screen size were always a must in
automated homes, noticed Hada, but found that factors
such as the demand of a dedicated home theatre, price and
the space requirements restricted the widespread use of
these as compared to the kelevision. "Companies like LG
are coming out with lower budget short throw projectors
in high resolution; the projectors could make a strong
comeback in the home entertainment segment,” informs the
expert in home automation sector

E-EL‘uriI::.-' concerns are also d:rwinl.; the automation mar-
ket. “Home owners are increasingly getting serious about
the security of their families and valuables, Customers are
moving away from conventional and alternative solu-
tions that are less secure and are -un[.'ll-::lri:ng WALOLS dl.lq:ll:uul
options,” notes Mehernosh Fithawalla, vice president
and group head, Godrg) Security Solutions, adding that
[ndia, for the longest time, has had an abysmal adoption
rate of home security solutions, However, with changing
CORSUmer I.'I:I'I.'FI.'I'L'I:I.{‘\IL'E'I-_. awareness about the .J'l.'ui|..'||'.l:|:||.|:_'!.I of
trustworthy secunty solutions and higher disposable in-

comes alomg with the rising concern of theft and burglary,
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companies like Godrej Security are observing a change in

customer behaviour. Consumers |:l.lli.:|..'l}' apa .~|-|-::lw|_l,-' w:||.|i:|1;_q
bo invest insolutions which will make them feel absolutely
=afe, adds Fithawalla



CASE STUDY: REDDY RESIDENCE, HYDERABAD
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Lomied inane of Hyderobad s posh neighSserbonds, this lovish penthouse draws insgaration frem

tha mervie “ Single Men” by Tom Ford. The lumeriees pod is ageipped with Luiron lighting cosdrols,
combined with matorised shodes centrolled along with & seenber of home eaferhainenent sy sbems

on o cusbom desigeed user inferdoce, oll brought Togeer By Anysho Tedhaewision Privale Limdded,
lneppealing switchésards hove baen reploced by a sleek ond smart Pollodiom keypod, whidh makes
lightting regebstion convenient for tee wser, AN byl ficheres in the residence con be ensily odpeshed

1o Phe desired lux levels, while smbient lighting con be regulated by the cick of o buflon. Sivaia 0%
Drapery frock ond regulobe daylight ingrass in the bowse ond con be operated of will, its smeeth
movement accentestes the look and feel of the interiors. Lufran sy stem commeioates with the
Crestron CP3 processor for o hossle-free execubion of comenonds, ANl contral i+ through o custamised
Grapkics bsar Indarfece designed by ATPL on customar’s Ped #hone vsing Crastron opplimdion, while
the ACis eontralled vin o third party “osel master” device. Alexs is used for voice command of control
system in four oreos of the howse, ANin all, it ks o fully inbegrated user experience for the bomeowner,
The: gamne changing impoct of laT hos mode possible odvoncement in smert homa technology, ensering
safety, seourily, comfor! and lexury though intellsgent connected devices and systems.

SMART WIRIMG DEVICES

Both technelogy and aesthetics drive the trends in the
skl category. Take, for instance, the L_'g.l:nL"ue-: range of
wiring devices by Legrand designed for moderm hoimes,
“The sleek minimalist look is perfectly in sync with the
technology that sets the Lyncus range apart. It 15 a unigque
rocker design, inspared by the bold lines (aerodynamic

shape) of a modern sports car and the plate design is in
sy with ﬁll:l.l:-u:ll:l.pl.hr..'lr:.-' H-.Id::;ﬂ':ﬁ,'u Saxena |.'u.rinl'_-i ot The
range extends from touch-enabled switches, regula-
tors, dimmers, plug-free USE for A and C type
charging and wireless induction charger.
The mechanisms are available in two
colours — white and grey — while the
plates are available i six international
calours = Alu Sunset, Matt Silver,
Champagne, Chic Grey, White and
Brushed. It offers a rich cholee of
finishes that are innovative, refined,
mendern, classical and contemporary,
Smart technology products is another -

5. Mehemosh Aithewolo

{'.Ji-u;_qur}' that 1= I'.'lh'l.'I.I:II:I.i:HH IENCT el
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simplify and improve lives, Smart

P and group beod, Gadrej
Jecurify Soliliens
wearables and volce-activated
10, WiFi ranfrolled home devices like Amazon Alexa have
mmens by bogre) ba by found their way in almost every
[ndian home lately. At Gold-
medal, we have witnessed that

our customers have an inelina-

gre ensy nimssl|

| Hoserpwell smert wiviag

ton towards our smart switch

range that can be operated through E

grwines onm b imegried with

] ':rr-1|';||:||r mp

ARCHTECT and IMTERICES FLAA | JANUARY 2020 | wevarchtectandmenorsingia com

a mobile app, BF remote and voice commands. In terms of
design, there is a preference for minimalistic and elegant
du.-:igl'l." |.-'-:].1|.uine-: Jain. In k-l.'u[_'ling with this market demand,
Galdmedal offers the -Touch Wi-Fi1 & Module switch, iks lag-
est entrant in the home awtomation portfolio. “Through the
lawnch of our 1-Touch Wi-Fi & Module smart switeh, we are
providing consumers with the ability to control all the elec-
trical appliances in their home through the touch of a button
ar voice command,” mentons the director of the Coam prany.
A single unit of the product consists of six switches, a fan
regulator, bwo LISE sockets and am international socket that
can bae controlled in |:|||u|=li].1|.-|.' WAVE, iliulud:ﬂg vaioe assighs
and a mobile app. The best part of the module is that it can
fit into a regular junction box without the need to change
any wiring, making it a perfect retrofit solution.

Combirng intelligent automation, advanced analytics
and data visnalization, the Honeyweell smart wiring devices,
boaia, rvu:i[_ﬂll:'l.d by e |.'“|.|||||:|.-|:||||.r-c:lr.J:r_',.I dermands of modem
consumers, The system features simple, intuitive displays
o enhance experience and comfort, and can be easily inte-
grated with a smartphone app and an [T network. Anupam
Mathiir, sales direckor, Mew Business — Commected Li vi:nH
Solutions, Honeywell Building Technologies, India, points
out, “The range has been designed o keep the ease of use
and implementation in mind. They do sob requine any strec-
tural and electrical overhaul because of its modular design,
and we are comfident that the range will resonate well with

the industry.” The svstem, available in three series -
Harmony, Expression and Prestige — can learm
a user's behavior over a period of time
and offer ].'ll.'\ll.'dLI.'t:I'n'L' .J:L.J]_',.'iil.‘:i- |:|"|.rl.r1.|3,]1
artificial intelligence,

SECURITY
Wi-fi-based home cameras and
CCTYs have seen the La st udupi:un
rabe among the |.'l]|.-|:|'|l.rr..'| of security
solutions available in the market. “DTY
and Wi-Fi-based solutions as well as
qolintons whach can be :r|.-|:||||.|1|.'|_l.-'
contrelled through mobile devices,
automation hubs or voice com-
mands through smart speakers
are alse in great demand,” says
Mthawalla, ilIJIJiIIE that bworme
security alarm svstems and fire
alarms are other popular choices
in the market currently. Conven-
tional solubions are belr 13 n.'].'llu{'vl.'d
with digital solutions like the new




video door phone *See Thru Pro’ that caters to all the needs
of a modern home, A digital upgrade from traditional peep-
holes, it is enabled with high resolution feature, autormatic
and manual recording which accommodates a micro 5D
Card. The See Thru Pro s available in six variants catering
to different needs of home and office Spaces.

When it comes to Wi-Fi-based home cameras, Godng
Security selutions has introduced Eve (Easy Viewing Every-
where), a device designed to keep a watch on every corner
of the home and office space. The camera can remotely pan
amnd tilt with just a tap on a smartphone. Encompassing four
vartants — Eve b, Eve Cube, Eve FT and Eve MCR - the
biggest USE of the product is that unlike other cameras it
allows a two-way conversation, Viewers can check multiple
:‘l-l.ll.l‘lh- at orse e, H1E from 10 dL'HDL'L'H o ald du};ruuh and
pan from O to 355 degrees, With Eve, owners have acoess
tor ke livestream of their property on the smartphone, The
owner of the property can algo take a skl picture, converse,
and even record he o II:..'IEL' i peal time. Eve alao offers a
mation sensitive feature which activates Record & Stream
functionality when needed, it alerts the phone the second it

senEes moverment on the PTEses.

HOME AUTOMATION

When choosing the perfect home automation, clients prefer
solutions that are aesthetically appealing vet easy to under-
stand and operate, found Hada while working for multiple
high-end projects. “Companies like Lutron are producing
user interfaces which look good and are easy to use as well,
The backlit, custom engraved Palladiom keypads by Lutron
are amongst the top picks for custorners,” he shares. Lutron
HomeWaorks (5 system is designed for homes and seam-
lessly integrates the control of electric lights and daylight,
along with integration of audio visual and HVAC systems
— while simultaneously saving energy. “When you dhoose
HoemeWorks 05, you're not only investing in a system that
will redefine your way of living, but you're also making

a ponscious choice to reduce your impact on the environ-

AUTOMATION TRENDS

Homes ore enfidpoted fe be equipped with boT devices thot will
moke everpdoy jobs essier, foster and smoather. Absk Hado peints
ouf te these centimuing frands to wabds out for_.

Voice contralled automation; “Alexo end Google Hame will be
increasingly odepted by the youmger gemerations of bome_*

Set top boxes gaing away?: “If is amoring hew in o perisd of

lass than three yeors the DTH set fop bex: hos bean reploced by the
onlise sireaming servioes like Hetfl, Amozon Prime, Holstor, efc,

ond Bow the once ubiquitous console under the TV for keepimg the

‘box” might soon disopgear complately.”

Wireless - taking ower; "In o lof of conbrol applicotions, the
house wirabess natwork is increasingly baceming the carrier to
condral signal of devices - Be if Nghting, security or esteriaimment,

But does this sousd like the death knell for the low velioge wiring?
| don't think 5o - @s the speed of the wirebess network inreoses

w0 does the resolution of the picure - thes making the bendwidsh
requirement hagher,”

Information: courtesy Amuiha Technovision

ment,” adds the automation expert. As for the Palladiomn
Keypads, its popularity can be linked to its subtle elegance
and architectural design. The kevpads allow control of
lights, shades/drapes amd HVAC from one location, creating
an optimal user experience, To give the product a coordinat-
ed look, the faceplate and buttons are made up of the same
material. User customizable, backlit text makes the kevpad
eadsy to read and provides sceme status to the wser.

Diversification ul'.-'.-u.l.-'e-: rmakag HI.HIIJ. Segge in ome
Aubaimation, .JL‘{'Ll:rd:lrl.H tor Panasomie’s AHH.JIW.J]. I1 pecent
vears, Fanasonic has successfully managed to draw the at-
tention of the majonty of Indian consumers with product
offerings like the KNX-based Thea 1Q, which enables
users to control cormfort, enjoy energy-saving, safety and
] ri‘l_l,-' 111 any kind of IJl.II.I.IJ.iIIH. It cam be controlled either
fully automatically or centrally right from a desk, and
even by a smartphone from outdoors. Panasonic Life Solu-
tions enables the entire home ecosvstem with numerous
apportunibes for automating the home environment ri__th:
from LED lights, curtains, air conditioners, door security
and other safety instruments.

Mewer technologies are gradually drawing more atten-
tiom in the rnarket. Philips recently introduced the Interact
[T platform for connected lighting, which enables profes-
stomal customers to unlock the full |.ll.|-‘|-ur|.|:i.J] of thelr con-
nected lighting assets, The platform delivers new insights to
help customers drve operational efficiencies and take more
effective decisions. Then there is Light Fidelity {LiFi), which
is a technology in which high quality LED lighting provides
a stable and fast broadband Internet connection through
light waves, “"Unlike other forms of wireless communica-
tioms that wse radio waves (e.g Wi-Fi, 4G/506, Bluetooth,
ebe), LiFi uses the broader spectrum of light waves to trans-
mit and receive data wirelessly, LiFi's bandwidth is more
tham 1000 timees the size of the radic spectrum,” explains
Sumit Padmakar Joshy, CEO, 5ip1:t'}' Irvdis iF-::Irl:m.-r]_',.' P]1L|i]Je-:
L:Hinl:iug!l. LiFs wiosrks v suich a way thuat each lurmnnanre 15

equipped with a built-in modem that modulates light at
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speeds imperceptible to the human eye, The light is de-
tected by a USE access key/dongle plugged into the socket
of a laptop or tablet (inthe future such technology will be
inbuilt into laptops, mobile phones, and devices).

“Char recent innovations such as LiFi and Interact reiter-
ate gur focus on |J.|.'i'.-'i:|1g customer value |:||:r|.|uH|| conmected
lighting systems. As the lighting company for the Internet
aof Things, we are the first global lighting company to offer
LiFi-enabled luminaires from our existing office lighting
|.l|.|:r|::|'l.r|:||.|. Iu ke """“"i“H VEARs, W -un[_mul."l: LiFi sl |.hur|.uu|:rubu
more and more sectors and applications such as public

transport, hospitals and schools,” mentions Joshi.

FINAL THOUGHTS

The 1dza of ﬁlrl.l:ru]]l.rl.ﬁ |iH|'|.|:r;, musie, shades, I:L'I:II[_'IL'F.J buire
and security via a smartphones/iPads seemed unrealistic a
decade ago, But here we are in 2019, with voice-controlled
devices becoming a popular gifting option — that's how
pervasive automation 15 I'.IIEL"'\I::II:I'IiIIE. “This FEAT Wik full of
innovations and proved to be a smart year! Keeping that
in mind, the expectations from 2020 are quite high. Artaifi-
cial intelligence is one such technology which is expected
to revalutionise home automation with automatically
running devices according to the user's preferences. Every
device can't be controlled via a smartphone or voice com-
mang, hence, constant efforts are being made to integrate
everything under one system through Internet of Things,”
shares Hada.

Future is going to be wireless; wireless charging technol-
oy, induction charger and wireless chargers that work on
radio frequency are some of the trends to watch out for,
=ays haxena. “This will catch the atbention of consumers,
LL'EI.'H:HIJ. 15 I:IJ‘h.I:I'L' I.'\L'n.'IIJ.'r nJIIIJ I.I&IL'F!'I- J” I:'r[JL"'I-‘l |t- I:III.IIJ.LI.I.J:I'

LUSE and wireless chargers.” With loT-enabled technology
{Zighee], the traditional switches will get replaced by Smart
swibtehes, which iz a reliable solution for combort and con-
verdence. Savena also iwnforims, “All [JHK.:IUIH.‘I- from .5|.].1|.r|u.

smart phones and laptops are looking at conversion from
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PHILIPS

LUSE At O I:_l.-'[_n_' with the added ad vantage o Fask {“||..'||:E-
ing and data transfer with HD view. USBE charger A and C
type is going ta be the future requirenvent in the modular
category for user interface.”

Ceodrej’s Pithawalla is confident that security solutions
will gain prominence for homeswners in coming years,
“We can already see the securnity infrastructure provided by
developers emerging as a key selling point for several real
estate projects in metres, Similarly, millennials and Gen £
have a tate grip on I:|.'|.+|.11|.|]|.|H_l.-'." More patuibive solubions
based on artificial intelligence (Al), connected securnty, and
systems that allow privacy to take prominence shall witness
a higher growth prospect.

It s withiouit sayang that customers will demand
more in the coming years, reiterates Jain., “For a company
like Galdmedal, it's good to see customens apprecating
the efort we have put in intraducing mew ideas into the
market. High quality and innovative products that match
thedir aesthetic sense 5 what we feal will be the trend for the
near future.” Introduction Al and loT in daily use products
is inevitable says the director of the company. “The ability
af AT ko idﬂrl.l:if.lr' trercds amd patterns will IH.'][_'I rmake smart
I:-uL“hlll.rh.rH:.-' smvarter. [in the mext few AT, Wie dnd ]Lkl.-|_l.-' {14
=ee Al-supported devices that enable users to make accurate
data-driven decisions become mainstream.”

By 2025, the home automation market in India is expected
b cross [INE 30,000 crore which is largely on the back of
better inkermet L‘l.mrl.-uL"Ii\'iI:_l.-'_. ]"'HI" COMSLLITIEE AW ATETIEss
and cheaper electronic and electrical devices. Aggarwal
discloses, “In the current financial year, the share of home
automation market in Indian markets is highest in Pune
which stands at 15%, followed |.1_',.' Delb MOE 13%. Mumbai
12%, Hyderabad %%, Ahmedabad 7% and lastly, Bengalum
which is presently contributes 7%,

Technology 15 all-pervasive. While today’s switches are
experimenting with different finishes and designs, their
backbone remains this aspect of modern living, The com-
fort, convendence and security offered by home automation,
increasing penetration and betterment of internet conmectiv-
ity, and new generations that take to technolegy like the
|.lnl'|.--ur|.1|.u| Rzl bo water, enguee that thes 19 one market with

an incredibly positive outlook, 58



